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14 May 2013 
 
 
Dear Rob 
 
 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL: 22 April 2013 
 

I am writing to provide you with a short report on the EU Agriculture and Fisheries Council 
meeting which I attended in Luxembourg on the 22 April 2013. The report is attached.   
 
I am copying this letter to the Convener of the European and External Relations Committee, 
for information. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
RICHARD LOCHHEAD 
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AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL:  22 April 2013 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
The Presidency presented a progress report to the Council on the trilogues with the 
European Parliament for both the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Reform and the 
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) Reform.  Council endorsed the Presidency’s 
timetable for securing a final deal on the CFP Reform at the May Council and 
achieving agreement on CAP Reform by the end of June.  
 
The Commission presented proposals to the Council on the transitional 
arrangements for the CAP in 2014, before the reformed rules take effect from 2015.  
 
Under AOB items, the Commission presented their seabird by-catch Plan of Action. 
Spain and the Commission also gave an update on the progress of talks on the 
Fisheries Partnership Agreements with Morocco and the Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania.  
 
This was the fourth Council under the Irish Presidency chaired by Mr Simon 
Coveney, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.   
 
KEY OUTCOMES 
 
Agriculture 
 
The Presidency reported back on the first six trilogue meetings between the Council, 
European Parliament and the Commission. Mr Coveney said these had been 
constructive and had identified key political issues to be negotiated, including 
greening of the CAP, young farmers scheme and internal convergence.  The 
Presidency expected that most of the issues would be resolved in the further 28 
trilogues which are still to take place before the end of June Council.  However, Mr 
Coveney called for flexibility from Member States if it became necessary to update 
the negotiating mandate in order to reach agreement.  
 
The transitional measures for the CAP in 2014 were set out by the Commission 
which would largely represent a roll over the existing rules with new budgetary 
figures agreed in the MFF.  Member States welcomed the proposal of continuing the 
status quo but requested further scrutiny over the detail of the transitional proposals, 
to ensure that important aspects of current Member State programmes would be 
carried over.  The Commission agreed that the details on transitional arrangements 
would be assessed at working group level.  
 
UK circulated a paper to the Council on the results of recent field trials assessing the 
impact of neonicotinoid pesticides on bees. The results of the trials found no impact 
on either queen or colony formation.  As this was not an agenda items there was no 
round table discussion or intervention.    
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Fisheries  
 
The presidency reported on the on-going CFP trilogues, sharing with Council that 
agreement had been reached on a number of areas, but also identifying issues 
where no common ground had been found. These key political issues focused on 
Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY), discards, regionalisation and fleet capacity 
management.  
 
The Presidency, supported by the Commission, emphasised their continued drive to 
reach agreement at the next Council in May and that accordingly further 
compromises on some of these key issues would be required. The Council 
unanimously supported the intensified work plan leading up to May Council, 
acknowledging it was in everyone’s interests not to delay the Reform any longer.  
 
AOB 
 
Two AOB items on fisheries were raised: 
 
1) The Commission presented an Action Plan for reducing incidental catches of 
seabirds in fishing gears and encouraged Member States to support the Plan. 
Member States accepted the plan in principle, with some indicating that any actions 
should be proportionate.  
 
2)  Spain provided an update on the state of play of fisheries protocols with Morocco 
and Mauritania, commenting that negotiations with the two counties had not proved 
satisfactory. The Commission explained that they believed they now had agreement 
on the issue of regular reporting and on the financial aspects. That left the issue of 
the clause on the consequences of a violation of human rights, which the European 
Parliament would need to see in order to vote for the Protocol.  The Commission 
also confirmed that if the Mauritanian Protocol remained underused they would make 
use of the break clause to protect the interest of the tax payers, which the UK had 
called for.   

 
------ 

 
The next Agricultural and Fisheries Council will be held on 13-14 May.   
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